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“If ye keep my commandments, 
ye shall abide in my love; even as 
I have kept my Father’s com- 
mandments, and abide in his love” 
(John 15:10). 
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Children at Home 


Jerry Decides 
By Lois Anne Williams 


ERRY lived in a small town. Across 

the street from his house was the 
hospital. Many times Jerry would sit 
on his porch and watch people go in 
and out of the large building. He could 
see the nurses in their white uniforms 
go in to do their work of caring for the 
sick. He often saw their family doctor 
going in to help make people. well. 
Jerry thought that if he were a doctor 
he could help others when they were 
sick. Then he remembered that he 
wanted to be a minister when he grew 
up. 

One Sunday morning when he was 
going to Sunday school and church with 
his mother and dad he told them, 
“When I get big I want to be a minister 
like Mr. Burns; but I would like to be 
a doctor, too.” 

“I guess you will have to decide 
which you want to be most,” his mother 
told him. “You'll have to _ decide 
whether you want to be a doctor or a 
minister.” 

But Jerry just could not decide. 

Then one Sunday when Jerry went 
into his Sunday school classroom, he 
saw his teacher talking to a man that 
Jerry had never seen before. 

When all the children had arrived, 
the teacher introduced the man with 
whom she had been talking. “Boys 
and girls, I would like you to greet the 
Reverend Mr. Kennedy. He is a mis- 
sionary who has gone out from our 
church to a faraway continent to teach 
the people about Jesus. This morning 
he is going to tell you something about 
his work.” 

After greeting Mr. Kennedy, the chil- 
dren listened as he gave them an in- 
teresting account of his work on the 

- mission field. 

“Boys and girls, I would like you to 
imagine that you are with me in a 
village in Africa. The houses in this 
village are not lovely frame or brick 
homes like you live in. They are little 
huts with thatched roofs. 

“The people in this village don’t work 
in factories or stores or offices. These 
people work in the fields where they 
grow sugar cane. 

“The village has no beautiful church 
such as this one that you are privi- 
leged to attend; but they do have a 
church that the villagers built with 
their own hands. You see, until a few 
years ago these people knew nothing 
about Jesus. Then I came with several 
others to start a mission in this village. 
Soon these people learned that we were 
able to give them both spiritual and 
physical help. I taught them of how 
the Lord Jesus died to save their souls, 
and knowing Him made them happier, 
just as you boys and girls are happy 
because you know Jesus. 

“One of our group that started the 
mission is a doctor. He has taught the 
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people many things about medicine and 
how to care for the sick. He has made 
sick children well and taught mothers 


how to care for little babies. We call 
him a medical missionary. Although 
I am the minister in this faraway vil- 
lage, our doctor does his share of 
ministering to the people. We work to- 
gether to serve God, and we love the 
work. It is a joy to help these people 
who appreciate it so much. 

After Sunday school Jerry went to 
join his mother and dad for church. 
He could hardly wait to tell them his 
good news. When he met them he de- 
clared: “Now I don’t have to decide 
whether I’ll be a minister like Mr. 
Burns or a doctor when I grow up. 
You see I am going to be a medical 
missionary. Most of the time I’ll be 
helping sick people get well and teach- 
ing people to take care of their health. 
But I'll also be showing them that 
Christians love others and want to help 
them to know Christ as their Saviour. 
So I'll be a minister too!” 


HILLSBORO, OHIO. 
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An Ideal Vacation With the 
Christian Fellowship Party 


NOTHER Christian Fellowship tour 

to Alaska? Yes, the twenty-first, 
to be exact, sponsored by THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo, Trmes to meet the requests of 
readers and friends. The party will 
leave Chicago on July 5 and return to 
that point on July 25. Due to scarcity 
of available steamer accommodations, 
the tour is limited to fifty passengers, 
so early registration is urged. The 
cruise aboard the Canadian Pacific’s 
S.S. Princess Louise will carry the party 
along the Inside Passage from Van- 
couver, B. C., to Skagway, Alaska, on 
one of the most relaxing and pleasure- 
able trips imaginable. 

Alaska’s majestic scenery always 
thrills and delights the traveler. To 
see this “Great Country,” a primitive 
land, with new churches, missions, and 
industries, is an educational experience 
that will never be forgotten. The ship 
sails through calm waters, whose shores 
are rimmed with towering mountains, 
many of them snow-capped. Blue- 
white glaciers glisten in the sunlight. 
Stops will be made at interesting ports 
such as Prince Rupert, B. C., Wrangell, 
Ketchikan, Juneau, and Skagway, 
Alaska. From Juneau a side trip takes 
the party to the famous Mendenhall 
Glacier. From Skagway a thrilling 
narrow-gauge railroad trip carries the 
group sixty-seven miles into Yukon 
Territory, along “the trail of ’98” to 
Carcross, where snow-capped moun- 
tain peaks, beautiful lakes, and 
meadows of beautiful wild flowers af- 
ford scenes of never-ending delight. 

Other places of interest will be vis- 
ited, such as Seattle and Mount Rainier, 
Wash., Vancouver and Victoria, B. C.; 
Lake Louise, Emerald Lake and Mo- 
raine Lakes in the Canadian Rockies. 
Two days and nights will be spent at 
the beautiful Banff Springs Hotel. 
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In the State of Washington traveling 
by bus through Rainier National Park 
for an overnight and more ‘han a full 
day at Paradise Inn, the traveler is made 
aware of the park’s attractions by the 
abundant wildflowers that thrive so 
wonderfully in the volcanic soil. In 
the forests, under the tall, majestic 
Douglas firs, red cedars, and western 
hemlocks, trillium, anemone, and the 
ghost-like Indian pipe are abundant. 
Both in the Southern and the Northern 
Cascades, the forest highways are often 
lined with beds of bright blue lupine. 
Above the timberline, easily zaccessible 
to the tour party, pasque flowzers and 
avalanche lilies are radiant, and’ Indian 
paintbrush, valerian, and many , others 
are to be seen. ee 

All along the route that the Cujyistion 
Fellowship party will follow ir? the 
United States, in Alaska, and in _ Cm 
ada, magnificent trees will turn —ones 
thoughts to God, who, as Joyce Kir mer 

(Continued on page 355) e 
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DUAL CITIZENSHIP 


The Christian is not a man without a country. He has 
dual nationality and citizenship, and he has responsibility 
both to Caesar and to God. In one sense he is a pilgrim 
journeying to a city “which hath foundations, whose maker 
and builder is God.” He is a citizen of Heaven. In another 
sense he is an earthly citizen of the country to which he 
belongs. To live in two worlds is not easy. To discharge 
one’s legitimate responsibilities of earthly citizenship and, 
at the same time, really live for the sake of the spiritual 
and the eternal world, creates tension and difficulty. It is 
where these two worlds meet and the point at which, on a 
national scale, one affects the other that intense difficulty 
may arise. The problem facing the faithful Christian in a 
land of militant Communism is unimaginable, but the prob- 
lem facing the citizen of the United States with its tradi- 
tional separation of church and state is very real, particularly 
for the minister or the pastor. Should he speak out on moral 
and ethical. issues, or should he remain silent? Two view- 
points have been expressed recently. Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, 
pastor of the President’s church in Washington, seems to 
maintain that the role of the minister in relation to national 
issues is more that of a pastor than a prophet. He is to 
shepherd, to counsel, to succor men of goyernment affairs, 
rather than to criticize them and their policies, and to speak 
out boldly as a representative of the Biblical viewpoint with 


regard to current issues. ‘This attitude stems from the 


doctrine of the separation of the church and the state. 
On the other hand, the Right Reverend James A. Pike, 
Episcopal Bishop of California, in urging that the church 
should take a stand on the political and social issues of the 
day states, “Many people object because, to a good many 
people, the separation of the church and state means separa- 
tion of church and society.” Bishop Pike views the church 
as providing a constant critique of the state, noticing 
whether it acts with justice toward people, or whether it 
discriminates against people. The Bishop does not believe 
that clergymen should favor particular candidates, but that 
they should be concerned about particular issues and the 
views of such candidates on these issues. Further, he believes 
that the prophetic function’ of the minister requires him 
to speak out on such issues. The separation of church and 
state does not mean the separation of church and society. 
The Old Testament prophets spoke out boldly concerning 
the moral and spiritual issues of their day. Our Lord, while 
He did not criticize the government and government leaders 
of His day, did not fail to deal with the current moral and 
spiritual issues that confronted Him. We shall be a salt that 
has lost its savor, and as a light that is hid under a bushel, if 
we are silent or indifferent toward the issues of our day and 
generation, especially with the possibility that a Roman 
Catholic, who has the divided loyalty between Washington 
and Rome, may become President. 





Lesson for May 15 in this issue 





Lesson 7.—The Christian in Society. 
Matthew 5:10-16; 13:31-35. 





Biblical Holiness 


By Mildred H. Corbett 


in the person of Adam and Eve, God 
gave them the promise of the Redeemer 
who would restore men to God’s plan 
and favor and clothe them with His 
righteousness. 

Looking forward to the coming of 
the Saviour, God began to teach his 
people holiness. Enoch “walked with 
God,” and to so walk he must have 
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God made man in His own image, 
pure, without sin. When man sinned, 


been living a holy life. Noah was 
found to be the one righteous man in 
a wicked world, and because of this 
God saved him and his family. Joseph, 
in all of his tribulations, lived a life 
pleasing to God and was singularly 
used of God to the blessing of His peo- 
ple. Moses could only be used of God 
when he came to the end of his own 
wisdom, his own righteousness. In the 
Book of Leviticus God taught not only 
the holiness of mankind set apart to 
God, but also the holiness of all things 





dedicated to God and sanctified for 
His use. 

But we wish to examine what the 
New Testament teaches about holiness. 

In Romans 12:1 Paul beseeches us to 
give our bodies “a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God.” The Amplified 
New Testament explains “holy” as “de- 
voted, consecrated.” 

In Ephesians 1:4 we are exhorted to 
be “holy and without blame.” The 24th 
verse of the 4th chapter tells us that the 
new man is “created in righteousness 
and true holiness.” 

First Thessalonians 4:7 says that 
“God hath not called us into unclean- 
ness, but unto holiness” (Amplified New 
Testament: “but to consecration, [to 
dedicate ourselves to the most thorough 
purity]”). 

Look at the word “holy” in other 
parts of the New Testament. “Yield 
your members servants to righteous- 
ness unto holiness” (Rom. 6:19); “fruit 
unto holiness” (v. 22); “to present you 
holy and unblameable and unreprov- 
able in his sight” (Col. 1:22); “The 
temple of God is holy, which temple 
ye are” (1 Cor. 3:17); “As he which 
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy 
in all manner of conversation; because 
it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy 
(1 Pet. 1:15, 16); “That he might pre- 
sent it to himself a glorious church... 
holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:27). 

Now every honest Christian knows 
that no matter how hard he may strive, 
he cannot by his own effort be holy or 
live a holy life. We may wonder why 
we are exhorted to be holy when it is 
such an utter impossibility. God does 
not tell us to do something for which He 
does not provide the power. 

Perhaps the majority of Christians 
are living on an earthly plane—in the 
clouds one day, in the valley the next. 
This is because, although trusting Christ 
for salvation, we are depending upon 
ourselves for daily living. We are no 
more able to save ourselves from daily 
sins than we were to obtain eternal life 
by our own strivings. As we depend 
upon Christ for eternal life, so we must 
depend upon Him for holy living, day 
by day. “As ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 
him” (Col. 2:6). Positionally, by faith, 
we are clothed with the righteousness 
of Christ; experientially, we must de- 
pend wholly upon Him for day-by-day 
holiness of life. As salvation is ob- 
tained by accepting the righteousness 
of Christ as our own, so holiness of life 
is obtained by yielding our lives com- 
pletely to the control of the Holy Spirit, 
allowing Christ to live His life in us. 

Holy living is self on the eross; Christ 
on the throne. True holingss is “whole- 
ness” of life, for it is the life God has 
planned for His children. 

No, holiness will never be a popular 
teaching or doctrine, because it means 
the death of self, and how we cling to 
self! But a holy life possesses the peace 
and joy, the presence of Christ, that 
only complete surrender and dedication 
can bring. God’s presence and power 
will be more real and precious, His 
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Word more powerful, and our lives 
more fruitful, when we obey His com- 
mand to “be... holy; for I am holy.” 


se 


To Know Thee Better 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 


OT for the song without a minor 
strain, 
The pleasant pastures and the easy 
task, 
Not for the sunny hours, free from pain, 
But just to know Thee better, Lord, 
I ask. 


Not for release from burdens I should 
bear, 
For stumbling blocks removed along 
the way, 
Not for the broad, unhampered thor- 
oughfare, 
But just to walk beside Thee, Lord, 
I pray. 


Not for the knowledge of what is to be, 
But just to rest within Thy blessed 
will, 
To find Thy strength for my infirmity, 
And in my storm to hear Thy “Peace, 
be still.” 





Sar S Notes on- 
\ Open letters 


Temptation and Victory 








I am confused by the various re- 
ligious books that I read. Some say 
that the Christian life is victorious. 
Other writers say that Christians will 
be tempted as never before by the 
Devil.—A Virginia reader. 


The New Testament teaching on vic- 
tory over temptation and sin is clear. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 states that “there 
hath no temptation taken you but such 
as is common to man: but God is faith- 
ful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it.” The Christian has no ground, 
therefore, for assuming that he need be 
conquered by temptation, for our faith- 
ful God will never allow him to be 
tenipted beyond the point that he is 
able to bear it. Hebrews 4:14-16 tells 
us: “Seeing then that we have a great 
high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our profession [confession]. 
For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may ob- 
tain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need [in the nick of time].” 

There are many indications in the 
Scriptures that as the age in which we 
live draws to a close, evil men and 


seducers will grow worse, deceiving and 
trying men (2 Tim. 3:13). The Lord 
Jesus prophesied that false christs and 
false prophets would arise, seeking to 
deceive the very elect (Matt. 24:24), 
In Tribulation days, the Devil himself 
being cast out of Heaven, will plague 
the inhabitants of the earth, “having 
great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time” (Rev. 12:12). 

The believer’s concern, however, is 
to “continue ... in the things which 
thou hast learned and hath been as- 
sured of,” that is, the Scriptures, “which 
are able to make thee wise unto sal- 
vation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:14, 15). 

It should be noted, however, that 
temptation, however strong and_ dif- 
ficult, is not sin. An increase in temp- 
tation and in the efforts of the Devil 
does not mean that the believer may 
not be victorious over sin. Sin comes 
when we yield to temptation, and yield- 
ing is made unnecessary by trusting in 
Christ who is our life and our victory. 
“Sin shall not have dominion over you; 
for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace” (Rom. 6:14). Believers are to 
count upon the fact that they have 
died with Christ to sin, and have been 
raised with Him in newness of life. 
They are, therefore, to refuse to yield 
their members as instruments of un- 
righteousness, but are to yield them- 
selves unto God, as those that are alive 
from the dead (Rom. 6:11-13). 

Should the believer, through willful- 
ness, or carelessness, or lack of trust, 
slip into sin, he need not remain there 
longer than it takes to cry to God and 
confess his sin. God has promised that 
if the believer will do this, He will for- 
give and cleanse and restore the erring 
one (1 John 1:9). 
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Shall a Roman Catholic 
Be President? 


UMEROUS requests from readers 

have urged THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Tres to reprint the article, “Shall a 
Roman Catholic Be President?” by J. 
B. Rowell, Th.D., which appeared in 
the February 6, 1960, issue. 

The Times is glad to announce that 
reprints are now available postpaid at 
25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, $6 
for five hundred, or $10 a thousand. 
They are on a single sheet with ample 
room on the reverse side for your 
church or Sunday school or organi- 
zation imprint. The modest cost makes 
possible a wide distribution. 

Address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the Rowell re- 
print. 
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Delay and suffering are part of the 
promised blessing; let me praise Him 
for them today; and let me wait on the 
Lord and be of good courage and He 
will strengthen my heart.—C. G. Trum- 
bull. 
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Photo by Elisabeth Elliot 


Elisabeth Elliot, Mintaka, and Maenkamu 
at Shell Mera 


in the jungle when the Aucas all 

went off fishing or planting and 
left us entirely alone. There were 
peaceful nights when they fell asleep 
early and I lay in my hammock by the 
embers and read by candlelight. Some- 
times it was the Bible. Sometimes it 
was the transcription of an Auca tape. 
Other times I read an American news 
magazine, dropped to me from the air- 
plane. Suddenly a night breeze or a 
moth put the candle out and I was 
jerked from the pages of that world— 
the world of art, books, business, edu- 
cation—back to this one, this moonlit 
jungle clearing, the quiet people asleep 
with their feet over the fires, the little 
girl who was a part of both worlds, 
rolled in her blanket on a bamboo bed 
beside me. 

“In a universe suddenly divested of 
illusions and lights, man feels an alien, 
a stranger.” When the candle went 
out and pictures were no longer visible, 
when the shrill cacophony of the jungle 
night rose again to my consciousness 
and I saw those feet in the fireglow, I 
wanted some reconciliation, some clari- 
fication. On what plane could these 
worlds be reconciled? I asked God for 
the answers, and tried to learn what 
He wanted to teach me through this 
insulation: insulation from my own 
world by distance, insulation from the 
Auca world by lack of communication. 

They had been called savage. Their 
habitat was known in the travel ads 
as the “Green Hell.” I was called a 
missionary. I must communicate. 

The “Green Hell” proved to be a 
paradise at times. I never appreciated 
the mold, mildew, or mud of the jungle. 
I did love the towering trees, the deli- 
cate fungi, the endless display of bro- 
meliads (air plants) and mosses, ferns 
and flowers, the clear-running streams, 
the jewel-colored sunbirds. I did not 
like living in a house with no walls, 
but I loved having no housework to 
do. I missed the stimulation of con- 
versation in my own language, but I 
was fascinated by the mysteries of a 
new one. I longed to put on a dress 
and high heels once in a while, but I 
was grateful for the carefree ease of 


Tin tm were some very long days 
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4. Neither Foreigner 


Nor Savage 


“In this new man of God’s design there is no distinction 


between .. . foreigner or savage” (Col. 3:11, Phillips’ translation) 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


This is the fourth and concluding 

article in the series taken from Mrs. 

Elliot’s forthcoming book, “My Kins- 

man the Savage,” to be published 

late this year by Harper and Broth- 
ers, New York. 








Quichua skirt and blouse and bare feet. 
I wished Valerie had some playmates 
who would not always submit to her 
will, but I did not overlook the in- 
valuable experiences she was having— 
simplicity is the purest breeding. For 
everything that I would have called 
an inconvenience there was compen- 
sation if I took the time to look for it 
and had the grace to be grateful. 

I watched the people I had called 
savages. Speaking together in the sub- 


dued tones used among Indians, 
laughing childishly over small things, 
interested in the tiniest events about 
them, they seemed a lovely contrast to 
the elaborate dress, the loud voices (the 
Quichuas do not say that we “speak” 
English—we “shout” it), the sophisti- 
cated humor, the world-consciousness 
of our civilization. There were other 
times when their crudeness, their lim- 
ited interests, their incomprehensible 
language, their everlasting meddling 
with my possessions and my affairs, 
their pitilessness, and their abject pov- 
erty of soul depressed me terribly. 

What did it really mean to be a mis- 
sionary? In spite of the definitions I 
had held for six previous years of 
missionary work, I had to start all over 
again, from scratch. If we call our- 
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Val and Bai 
(She had no problems of communication. 
to drink from the half-gourd.) 
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She tries to get him 
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Aucas Close Their Eyes as Dayuma Prays 


selves followers of Christ Jesus, ob- 
viously we must walk the path He 
walked. “The Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister.” We must get this straight. We 
have come, not to be benefactors, but 
to be servants. “Slaves” is the word 
Jesus often used. Our perception of 
this truth will make an incalculable 
difference in our attitude toward the 
people, which, in turn cannot help but 
affect their attitude toward us. To be 
a benefactor is to be a superior. Quite 
apart from the rightness or wrongness, 
morally, of this view, I became aware 
that it was a bad mistake. To the Auca 
I was not a superior by any standards. 
To be a servant is to be an inferior, 
and unless we are willing to accept this 
position we are not followers of Jesus 
Christ. The servant is not greater than 
his lord. And lest we think there is 
some merit in what we do, we are re- 
minded that when we have done all we 
are still “unprofitable.” We are in 
debt. We owe it to Christ, we owe it 
to men, savage or civilized, to lay 
down our lives daily. 

I had understood this only very 
dimly when I went to live with the 
Aucas. I had worked before among 
Indians who had known the white man 
and his ways, and had to some degree 
at least bowed to the white man’s “su- 
periority.” The Auca had no such idea. 
He had not a reason in the world for 
thinking of us as his betters, and he 
probably had some very valid reasons of 
his own for thinking of us as inferiors. 
But from all appearances, he accepted 
us in the beginning as equals. This 
was what I had thought I had wanted. 
Something happened one day that il- 
luminated to me the falsity of my own 
position. 

I was sitting in my leaf house with 
a clay pot near at hand. Two old women 
were in the house a few yards away. 
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“Gikari!” one of them called, in the 
urgent half-whisper which is their way 
of shouting, “Bring that pot here.” It 
was my pot but I took it to her. “Well 
—don’t bring it empty. Go get some 
water in it.” 

I had to go down to the river by 
means of a log that lay at a steep angle, 
fill the pot, and carry it (it had no 
handles and was very heavy) back up 
the slippery log. The old woman took 
it without a word. 

I pondered what I had meant before 
when I had talked about a desire to 
be “accepted.” I had meant that I 
wanted to enjoy all the benefits of be- 
ing a member of their society without 
its obligations, as well as the benefits 
of being a foreigner without its op- 
probrium. After all, I realized now, 
why shouldn’t Dyiku order me to bring 
her water? She was an older woman. 


In Auca society she had a right to order 
the younger. 

This helped me to understand a little 
better the position of a missionary. 
My reason for being one was one of 
the few things I had never doubted. 
I knew one thing—I must obey God, 
and I believed this was the thing He 
meant me to do, just as He meant 
others to be fishermen, tax collectors, 
draftsmen, housewives. The role seemed 
incidental. The goal was all-important. 

There remained the message that I 
had to communicate. In a sense, all 
that we did while living with the Aucas 
was an attempt at communication. To 
eat what they ate, to live in the same 
kind of house, to swim and fish with 
them, to teach them to whistle on their 
fingers or blow up a balloon, to learn 
to spin cotton thread or weave a ham- 
mock as they did, to listen hour after 
hour after hour to their stories and 
try to write down what they said— 
all this was communication, the attempt 
to understand, to relate ourselves to 
them, and to reach as far as possible 
across the chasm that separated us. 
Many times this seemed a naive hope. 
Many times I despaired of ever really 
knowing them, the secrets of their 
hearts. Then I realized that I did not 
know my own heart. In this we were 
one. 

The Aucas are men. Human beings, 
made in the image of God. George Mac- 
Donald said, “No matter how His image 
may have been defaced in me, the thing 
defaced is His image—an image yet, 
that can hear His word.” We have a 
common source, common needs, com- 
mon hopes, a common end. Carl Sand- 
burg observes that we are “alike in all 
countries and tribes in trying to read 
what sky, land, and sea say to us.. 
Alike in the need of love, food, clothing, 
work, speech, sleep, fun—needs so alike, 
so inexorably alike.” 'The lucid recog- 
nition of the Auca as my kinsman was 
at the same time a new acknowledg- 
ment of Jesus Christ, of our common 
need of Him. 

THE END 


Methodism’s Great Horseman 


John Wesley’s remarkable travel record 
in preaching the Gospel 


F SOMEONE should draw up a list of 

the greatest horsemen in history, the 
name of John Wesley would certainly 
belong in that group. Probably no 
rider ever traveled more continually 
about a country with more tireless en- 
ergy and with a more dedicated pur- 
pose. 

The arrival of Wesley, unlike a fa- 
mous general in the saddle, never 
brought sudden dismay to any com- 
munity. His mission was a lifesaving 
one, and his visit was not the kind to be 
followed by a sad aftermath of death 
and destruction. 


By VINCENT EDWARDS 


In rain or shine, the founder of Meth- 
odism was constantly on the road. At 
all manner of hours—by lantern light 
on wintry mornings and late at night 
—and all day long at the Foundry, on 
Kensington Common, at Gwennap Pit, 
in markets, on fair grounds, at the 
mouth of coal pits, amid crowds and 
bitter persecution at first, he never 
stopped proclaiming the doctrine of 
grace. 

In his annual preaching circuit, which 
included all England in the course of 
the year, John Wesley covered more 
than forty-five hundred miles on horse- 
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back. Talk about famous athletes and 
equestrians! That is a record in itself. 
The poet, Robert Southey, paid the 
great preacher a unique compliment 
when he pointed out that Wesley paid 
more tolls over England’s roads, which 
nearly all had gates, than any other 
citizen of his time. 

Methodism’s “Grand Old Man” ap- 
parently thrived on his continuous 
round of activities. When he had grown 
very old, a friend once inquired how 
he had managed to live so long and had 
kept his remarkably good health. Wes- 
ley’s answer was like a sermon. He 
ascribed it all to his wholesome outdoor 
life—rising at four o’clock, never hav- 
ing lost a night’s sleep, and his regular 
habits of preaching. For upwards of 
fifty years he held to this routine, and 
he enjoyed a rare contentment of mind. 
“By the grace of God, I fret at nothing,” 
he once remarked. 

Some idea of Wesley’s stupendous in- 
dustry can be gathered from certain 
figures. George Whitefield, his contem- 
porary, preached eighteen thousand 
sermons, or more than ten a week for 
the thirty-four years of his ministry. 
But John Wesley far surpassed this 
record. He actually preached forty- 
two thousand sermons—an average of 
more than fifteen a week for the fifty 
years he traveled all over England! 

By the time he was seventy, some 
friends got together and raised funds 
to provide him with a carriage for his 
circuit riding. So he kept right on 
with his preaching engagements, disap- 
pointing none of his followers if he 
could help it. 

By this time, too, all the world was 


ready to honor the famous traveler. 
From being one of the most-hated, he 
had become one of the _ best-loved 
churchmen in Britain. The days of the 
jeering mobs ‘and the ruffianly assaults 
were long since past, for even King 
George had invited John Wesley to be 
his guest. 


Englishmen could not fail to observe 
the great changes that had come to pass 
in their land since this man had started 
his circuit preaching. When he first 
began, the sufferings of the poor and 
unfortunate hardly stirred a ripple of 
sympathy. By paying twopence, in the 
early 1700’s, the public was let into the 
asylums to make sport of the insane 
inmates. Penal laws were so harsh 
and merciless that a teen-age boy could 
be strung up at Newgate for robbing a 
hen coop or stealing five shillings. 
Crowds flocked to watch the forlorn 
creatures suffer their death throes. 


But John Wesley had helped to 
change all that. A new spirit of hu- 
manity was abroad in the land. More 
hospitals were being built, prisoners 
were being given comfort in the jails, 
young preachers were traveling to the 
far corners of the earth to bring the 
Gospel to those who had never heard 
of the Saviour. Methodism’s Grand Old 
Man had certainly aroused the con- 
science of the nation. Thanks to his 
determined journeying that he had car- 
ried out with no letup in schedule in 
all kinds of weather and over so many 
long years, people everywhere had been 
brought to a closer knowledge of John 
Wesley’s Lord and Master. 


POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 


Stamps That Illustrate the Bible 


A philatelist’s hobby that he hopes will cause people 
to search the Scriptures 


OSTAGE stamp collecting has long 

been one of man’s most interesting 
hobbies, but, in New York City, an in- 
surance salesman is now using it to call 
people’s attention to the Word of God. 
Every stamp in the eighteen huge vol- 
umes he has compiled bears a scene 
from the Bible. 

A native of New York, Philip H. 
Platzker recently donated several of his 
unusual sets to the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution in Washington, D. C. Under- 
neath each stamp, the collector has 
neatly typed the Bible verse illustrated 
on the adhesive. Unknown to the aver- 
age person is the fact that just about 
every country in the world at some time 
or other has issued a stamp illustrating 
a scene from the Scriptures, and Mr. 
Platzker, gathering his sets, sooner or 
later finds out about it, and adds it to 
his unusual collection. 

Some stamps in Mr. Platzker’s unique 
collection are mounted singly on beau- 
tifully bordered sheets, while some 
share the page with others. The detail 
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in some of the stamps is usually small 
and difficult to see, but even in the inch- 
square, purple Palestine stamp he pos- 
sesses, one can discern half a dozen 
minute houses of Biblical times. 

The philatelic collection, which sur- 
prises many people who never realized 
that the Bible has been the basis of so 
many stamps, is divided into specific 
groups. Among them are “The Ten 
Commandments,” with stamps illustrat- 
ing some aspect of Moses and the Law; 
“The Twenty-third Psalm,” “The Lord’s 
Prayer,” and “The Life of Christ.” 

This New York businessman, now in 
his fifties, has spent many hours search- 
ing for stamps to illustrate one of his 
pages, and for more than twelve years, 
now, he has been adding to his original 
group of stamps. Matching the stamps 
to the Bible verses he has been reading 
and studying has become a fascinating 
pastime. And when folks see his un- 
usual collection, they read the Word of 
God typed under the stamp itself. 

“Sometimes I have gone from stamp 


store to stamp store, searching through 
as many as a hundred or more pages of 
stamps, before I have purchased even 
one,” Mr. Platzker explains. A stickler 
for accuracy, he refuses to stretch a 
point to place any stamp on a page un- 
less it faithfully illustrates the Bible 
verse in question. 

There are stamps from Brazil depict- 
ing the Wise Men journeying to visit 
the infant Jesus, others from Monaco 
illustrating Christ tempted by Satan in 
the wilderness, and others from Nica- 
ragua showing the baptism of Jesus. 
Other stamps from Bolivia, Argentina, 
Italy,. Hungary, Germany, and other 
countries dot the pages of the hobby- 
ist’s books. 

Typical of the beautiful arrangement 
of the stamps with their typed Bible 
verses underneath, is one _ illustrating 
two verses in Matthew’s first chapter. 
The title on the 8% by 11 inch page 
reads, “An Angel Appears to Joseph.” 
To the left of the page is typed neatly: 

“But while he thought on these things, 
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost” 
(Matt. 1:20). To the right of the verse 
is a pink stamp from Greece depicting 
the angel. 

Underneath the above verse and 
stamp, running the entire width of the 
page is the verse: “And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). 

The lower half of the page contains a 
blue Hungarian stamp, showing shep- 
herds bending over the Christ child, 
their sheep accompanying them, as the 
guardians of the flock pay homage to 
the new-born Son of God. Under this 
second stamp appear the typed words: 
“And knew her not till she had brought 
forth her firstborn son: and he called 
his name JESUS” (Matt. 1:25). 

The collector of this unusual assort- 
ment of Bible stamps has appeared on 
both radio and television, describing his 
hobby. Originally an ordinary philat- 
elist, Mr. Platzker began to collect only 
stamps with Biblical backgrounds more 
than a decade ago when he was sud- 
denly struck with the power of God’s 
Word. By getting people to see and 
hear about his Bible stamps, he hoped 
they would then turn to the Word itself 
and read its sacred message. 

Some of the stamps have caused Mr. 
Platzker much inconvenience to locate, 
the most difficult to secure being that 
illustrating verses about Lot’s wife and 
the pillar of salt (Gen. 19:26). “I 
searched for one to illustrate that epi- 
sode for a long time,” he tells, “and 
when I finally ran across a stamp from 
St. Helena I breathed a prayer of 
thanksgiving.” The stamp shows the 
“pillar of salt” prominently, and the 
collector gratefully purchased it. 

“If my stamps will get people to 
search God’s Holy Word,” says the part- 
time philatelist, “that they may come 
to know Him better, I will be content.” 


East Nortuport, N. Y. 


(7) 347 








International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. MAY 15. THE CHRISTIAN IN SOCIETY 


Matthew 5:10-16; 13:31-35; printed text, same 


Golden Text.—Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.—Matt. 5:16 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 5:10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven. 


11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and perse- 
cute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, 
for my sake. 


12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your re- 
ward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you. 


13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost 
his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. 


14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an 
hill cannot be hid. 


15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all 
that are in the house. 


16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 


your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. 


Chap. 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, say- 
ing, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard 
seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is 
grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches 
thereof. 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in 
three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 
parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: 

35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will 
utter things which have been kept secret from the foun- 
dation of the world. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HEREVER the pure Gospel is 
WW rrescnes it exerts an influence 

for truth, righteousness, and 
love. It is pervasive. It breaks down 
barriers of superstition and error, bond- 
age and sin. 

But by the same token evil is also 
pervasive. The tragedy is that some- 
times it parades as virtue and invades 
the church. When men who profess 
religion but have never been saved 
assume control of the church, their 
ideals, like leaven, spread and do in- 
estimable damage. When the word of 
man is exalted at the expense of the 
Word of God, when formalism replaces 
piety, and organization is substituted 
for warm, faithful proclamation of the 
Gospel, the results are devastating. 
The original mustard seed may become 
an imposing tree. The birds of pro- 
fession and ritualism may find shelter 
under its branches, but the simplicity 
of the Gospel is lost. 

When this occurs, Christ’s true fol- 
lowers may expect persecution. This 
may take several forms—verbal attack, 
physical suffering, or malicious slander. 
Under such circumstances how are they 
to act? Not by retaliation, but by 
continuing to let their light shine for 
their Saviour and to let their testi- 
mony, like salt, exert an influence upon 
their contemporary culture. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 5:10.—‘“Blessed are they 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for 
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their’s is the kingdom of heaven.” This 
eighth, final Beatitude includes the 
same reward as the first (v. 3). The 
happiness consists in (1) the confidence 
that the sufferer’s cause of righteous- 
ness is right; (2) the assurance that 
physical tribulation is as nothing when 
compared with the approval of God; 
(3) the certainty that a heavenly, 
eternal inheritance is their portion. 


Verse 11—“Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile ... persecute ... . say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for 
my sake.” Now our Lord’s generali- 
zations are made personal: He applies 
His remarks to His listeners, “Ye.” This 
is not a blanket statement about suffer- 
ing in general. Christ limits His ref- 
erence to those (1) who endure for 
His sake; (2) against whom false (“ly- 
ing,” Greek) accusations are made. 
“Revile” suggests contempt shown in 
verbal attack; “persecute” is a more 
general word, covering various areas; 
“say .. . evil” refers to false accu- 
sations. 


Verse 12.—“Rejoice . . . be exceeding 
glad . .. great is your reward in 
heaven so persecuted they the 
prophets before you.” To “be 
exceeding glad” means to exult with 
overflowing joy (cf. 1 Pet. 1:8). Any 
loss on earth, physical or mental, is 
far more than repaid “in the heavens” 
(Greek). Persecuted prophets were 
men like Jeremiah (Jer. 11:21) and 
Zechariah (2 Chron. 24:21). 


Verse 13.—“Ye are the salt of the 
earth if the salt have lost his 
savour, wherewith shall it be salted? 
it is ... good for nothing, but... to be 
trodden under foot...” Salt preserves 


from spoiling and decay. To be effec- 
tive it must maintain its saline proper- 
ties. Once these are lost they cannot 
be recaptured. In our Lord’s day, 
worthless salt was discarded or occa- 
sionally thrown after rain on steps or 
pavements to prevent slipping (thus 
perhaps “trodden under foot”). 


Verse 14—“Ye are the light of the 
world. A city... set on an hill cannot 
be hid.” Christ is the unique Light 
(cf. John 1:9; 8:12). Believers shine 
with light reflected from Him. Light 
is not veiled by darkness. It pierces 
darkness. Like an elevated city, it is 
prominent, visible from a_ distance, 
often a welcome sight to the lost, cheer- 
ing as a refuge to wanderers in dark- 
ness. 


Verse 15—‘“Neither do men light a 
candle ... put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick ... it giveth light unto 
all... in the house.” The “candle” 
is “lamp” (Greek), portable from room 
to room. A “bushel” was a measure 
(sometimes made of wood) containing 
about a British peck. “Candlestick” 
is lampstand. From this higher, un- 


-shielded position the lamp sends forth 


its beams with beneficent effect. 


Verse 16—‘“Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good works .. . glorify your Father 
. .. im heaven.” “So” refers to the 
elevated lamp (v. 15). Nothing must 
be allowed to hinder (1) the believer’s 
reception of reflected light from Christ; 
(2) his sending forth that light through 
character, words, and deeds to a dark, 
benighted world. Good works should 
indeed be publicized if the motive is 
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God’s glory, not personal praise (cf. 
Matt. 23: 28). 


Matt. 13:31—‘“Another parable put 
he forth . . . The kingdom of heaven 
is like to a grain of mustard seed, 
which a man... sowed in his field.” 
A parable was an illustration “thrown 
beside” (Greek) a spiritual or moral 
truth to clarify (or occasionally to veil) 
its meaning. The mustard was an herb, 
not a tree. Christ is about to describe 
a remarkable, exceptional natural phe- 
nomenon. 


Verse 32.—“Which . . . is the least of 
all seeds: but when... grown... the 
greatest among herbs . . . becometh a 
tree . . . the birds . . . lodge in the 
branches thereof.” Literally, “greater 
than the herbs.” The interpretation of 
this picture-story hinges upon the un- 
expected development of a tiny herb 
seed into a huge, extensive tree. Herbs 
do not usually grow into trees! Our 
Lord intimates that the original, simple 
design of the Kingdom—the bringing 
of men to God through Christ and 
their nurture in the things of God— 
would be changed into something mas- 
sive and inviting, but different. 


Verse 33—“Another parable ... The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, 
which a woman 3 hid in three 
measures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened.” Leaven is pervasive. It ex- 
tends its influence swiftly. Hence many 
have interpreted this parable as stress- 
ing the rapid spread of Kingdom ideals. 
But elsewhere in the New Testament 
leaven symbolizes evil (cf. Matt. 22: 
16-21, 23, 29; 23:14, 16; 1 Cor. 5:6-8; Gall. 
5:9). This parable is no exception. 
Evil will spread, even in connection 
with the extension of the Kingdom. 


Verse 34—“All these things spake 
Jesus unto the multitude in parables 
«. . without a parable spake he not 
unto them.” That is, He used parables 
in connection with this series of teach- 
ings. He usually explained the parables 
to His disciples (but not the parables 
of the mustard seed and leaven). The 
use of parables (1) clarified our Lord’s 
teaching; (2) made it easier to remem- 
ber; (3) revealed the spiritual blind- 
ness of the Hebrew leaders. 


Verse 35.—“That it might be fulfilled 
... spoken by the prophet ...I will 
open my mouth in parables; I will 
utter things . . . kept secret from the 
foundation of the world.” Matthew 
is the Gospel of prophetic fulfillment 
(cf. 1:22; 2:15). Even our Lord’s use 
of parables was predicted. The quo- 
tation is from Psalm 78:2. The words 
were written by Asaph, called “seer,” 
or a prophet, in 2 Chronicles 29:30. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The Lord Jesus uses two simple yet 
profound illustrations to explain His 
followers’ relationship to society. They 
are “the light of the world” and “the 
Salt of the earth” (Matt. 5:13, 14). 

The world lies in darkness and in 
the shadow of death. Christ is the 
eternal Light who came to dispel the 
night of sin, guilt, hopelessness, and 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. May 8.—The Peacemakers. Matthew 
5:9, 21-26, 38-48; Mark 10:35-45 


Next Week’s Lesson 


8. May 22.—Sincerity in Religious Prac- 
tices. Matthew 6:1-18; Luke 18:9-14 








bleak despair. His teachings throw a 
radiance across man’s path. His re- 
demptive work on Calvary illumines 
the pathway to God (cf. John 8:12). 

But those who love the Saviour are 
also lights. They are to do all in their 
power to let their beams of consecrated 
character, unselfish deeds, and holy 
words stream out into human darkness. 
Their purpose must never be the praise 
of men, but always the glory of God. 

They must remember that their light 
is not within themselves, but derived 
—it comes from Christ, their heavenly 
light. As they “walk in the light” (1 
John 1:7) with their Saviour, His light 
shines through them to others. 

But they are also salt, exerting a puri- 
fying influence, arresting so far as 
possible moral decay, preserving as 
much good as they are able. To do 
this they must maintain the “saltness” 
of an uncompromising, holy walk with 
God. Else their efforts are in vain. 

Light and salt. Both retain their 
value as they remain distinct from their 
environment. If Christians are to ex- 
ert an influence upon society they must 
maintain their distinctiveness from the 
evils of society. 


Topics for Development 

The Loss of Savor (Matt. 5:13). Salt 
is added to food on our tables, not be- 
cause its taste is similar to the item 
salted, but for exactly the opposite rea- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


OR what two reasons must people 

be persecuted if they are to be 
blessed? 

2. What three kinds of persecution 
does our Lord mention? 

3. Name two Old Testament prophets 
who were persecuted. 

4. What danger threatens the use- 
fulness of salt? 

5. What is the relationship between 
Christ “the Light” and believers as 
“lights”? 

6. Where does Christ teach that men 
are not to place their lamps, and where 
are they to place them? 

7. By what motive must believers 
be prompted when they display their 
good deeds? 

8. How does the parable of the mus- 
tard seed contain an element of sur- 
prise? 

9. What characteristic does leaven 
possess that makes our Lord’s parable 
on the subject graphic and effective? 

10. Why could Matthew state that 
the quotation from Psalm 78 was 
“spoken by the prophet” (Matt. 13:35)? 


(Answers on page 354) 





son. The flavor of salt is different. 
Therein lies its worth. But if it is ex- 
posed too long to the elements or is 
damaged in some other way, its power 
is gone and cannot be recaptured. It 
has lost its savor and is thrown away. 

Wherever Christians go they should 
be a blessing to all whose lives they 
touch. They are to live at a different 
spiritual level from that of the world. 
Only thus will they act as “salt.” To 
preserve their helpful, wholesome sa- 
vor they must daily walk with the 
Lord, tolerating no unconfessed sin in 
their hearts, dwelling in the Word, liv- 
ing for Christ. They must never be 
overcome by the temptation to sur- 
render their high moral position and to 
drop to a lower level to lift men to 
Christ. To yield to this temptation is 
to lose their savor, their sanctification, 
and their power with God and man. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The opposition of society (Matt. 5: 
10-12) 

2. The believer’s influence upon society 
(vv. 13-16) 

3. The spread of good and evil in so- 
ciety (13:31-35) 


Practical Applications 

Christ does not advocate a “perse- 
cution complex.” Suffering for His sake 
and for righteousness earns the reward, 
not suffering simply because it is pain- 
ful. 

Christians are lights.. The Holy Spirit 
is like oil. May we allow Him to flow 
through our innermost being, that our 
light may be clear and bright. 

Satan is wily. Are all our good 
works done to glorify God? Is there 
not a little private residue of noble 
deeds which we perform to magnify 
self? 

Salt prevents or at least delays de- 
cay. If the crowd begins to dishonor 
Christ, exactly what effect does your 
presence in their midst exert? Are 
people sobered, even challenged to holi- 
ness by the knowledge that you are 
there? 


Golden Text 

Matt. 5:16—“Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father . 
which is in heaven.” The Pharisees 
tried to shine with their hypocrisy and 
pretense in order to impress men. The 
children of God must allow the light 
of their character and works to shine 
for the opposite reason—that men might 
behold their deeds and render praise 
to God. To shed the Gospel light one 
must bask in the light of the presence 
of his Lord. 


MepriA, Pa. 
wg 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Blessed are ye, when men shall re- 
vile you...” (Matt. 5:11).—I smile as 
I write this, for it was only yesterday 
that I received a fulsome letter from a 
blatant infidel who has never seen nor 
heard me, but who is so infuriated at 
what I write that he says I am an ig- 
noramus, a deceiver, and an interloper. 

A reviled and persecuted Christian is 
blessed now and will be greatly re- 
warded hereafter; providing, of course, 
the persecution is for Christ’s and the 
Gospel’s sake. 

A passage like this causes one to re- 
joice as he thinks of what the Lord 
has in store for the bitterly persecuted 
believers in Communist countries. 


“A little while!” ‘Twill soon be past! 
Why should we shun the shame and cross? 
O let us in His footsteps haste, 
Counting for Him all else but loss; 
O how will recompense His smile 
The sufferings of this “little while.” 
—J. G. Deck. 


“Ye are the salt .. . ye are the light 

. .’ (Matt. 5:13, 14).—Salt prevents 
that which is bad from becoming worse. 
A man said to me, “If it had not been 
for the godly life of my grandfather, 
I would have thrown myself unre- 
servedly into the path of worldliness 
and infidelity!” Is that the kind of in- 
fluence we are exerting over others? 

Salt savors that which would other- 
wise be tasteless (Job 6:6). Salt has 
the tendency to make one thirsty. Are 
we making some of the unsaved around 
us thirsty to enjoy the portion which 
is ours in Christ? If not, why not? 

A hymn writer, looking at and list- 
ening to happy Christians, wrote: 


I wished, how I wished 
That their Saviour were mine! 


And he did not rest until he had ac- 
knowledged Jesus as his Lord and Sav- 
iour. 

Light is that which illuminates and 
reveals. “Whatsoever doth make man- 
ifest is light” (Eph. 5:13). Spiritual 
darkness shrouds the world. And the 
“rulers of the darkness of this world” 
(Eph. 6:12) wish to keep it that way. 
And “men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil” 
(John 3:19). To die without Christ 
will mean the blackness of darkness 
forever. Hence the necessity for be- 
lievers to “shine as lights in the world” 
(Phil. 2:15). “You in your small corner, 
and I in mine!” 

“One who professes to be a follower 
of Christ, but who hides his light under 
a bushel—that is obscures his testimony 
by an overoccupation with the affairs 
of this life—makes no real impression 
for good upon his community; but one 
who lives consistently and is out-and- 
out for Christ shines as a lamp on a 
stand, enlightening the whole house” 
(Dr. H. A. Ironside). 
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Browning tells the story of one Fer- 
ishta, who earnestly sought to know 
God’s will for his life. He saw an eagle 
circling round its nest, dropping food 
into the open mouth of an eaglet. He 
said, “I am to open my mouth wide 
and God will fill it.” So he gave him- 
self much to prayer and meditation. 
But all seemed to go wrong. He 
dreamed an angel came and asked him 
what he was doing. Ferishta told him 
about the eagle and his conclusion. The 
angel said: “You have quite misunder- 
stood. You are to be the eagle, not 
the eaglet. Go and live for the good 
of others.” 

“Let your light so shine before men 
.. 2? (Matt. 5:16). —Our works are not 
the light. Christ is the light. It is 
only as we reflect Him that we emit 
light. As with Gideon’s army, we have 
the light in earthen vessels. And it is 
only as the vessels are broken that the 
light shines out. 

A sculptor had in his studio a replica 
of a famous cathedral. Although it 
was a remarkable piece of work, no 
one noticed it, and it gathered dust in 
a corner. One day an assistant placed 
a light inside to examine the windows, 
and went away leaving the light on. 
Then every visitor who came in 
stopped and admired the breath-taking 
beauty of the cathedral. The only 
change was that a light had been turned 
on inside it. 

“.. like toa... mustard seed... 
like unto leaven .. .” (Matt. 13:31-33). 
—George Goodman, in “Daily Notes,” 
says: “The mustard seed parable re- 
veals exactly what has taken place. 
From the small beginning there has 
been an abnormal growth, a great tree 
in which the birds of the air come and 
lodge. In each of these passages: 
Ezekiel 17:23; 31:13; Daniel 4:14; an 
abnormally grown tree represents a great 
power, Jerusalem, Pharaoh, and Nebu- 
chadnezzar. So it was to be. A great 
visible, worldly growth was to develop 
and overshadow the holy, invisible 
work of the Holy Spirit of God, and 
become the lodging place of evil powers 
(Dan. 4:21). 

“The leaven in the meal would seem 
to indicate the secret working of evil 
in the same sphere.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim”’ 
“Jesus Bids Us Shine” 
“Living for Jesus” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father in Heaven, we seek! 


Thee in grateful remembrance of Thy 
great mercies and in earnest prayer 
for their continuance. Especially we 
thank Thee that the light of the Gos- 
pel has shined forth in our land for so 
long, and we pray that we may reflect 
the light of Christ in lives of faithful 
discipleship. In all places and in all 
lives darkened by sin, send Thy serv- 
ants that the light of the glorious Gos- 
pel of Christ may shine in and dispel 
the darkness of such places and such 
lives. Use this lesson to the blessing 
of many and the furtherance of the 
Gospel today. Use our pastors, teachers, 
missionaries, and all Christian parents 
to make Christ known and help us to 
see that we may, each one, be His wit- 
nesses by living as faithful Christians. 
Remember those absent today through 
illness and recover them. Those ab- 
sent through indifference awaken to a 
sense of their need of Thee and draw 
them to the Saviour. Forgive our sins 
and guide our feet in the way of light 
and truth, uprightness, and mercy, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—By picturing Chris- 
tians as salt and light Christ shows 
there is something marked and distinct 
about real Christians. They differ from 





O LORD, SHINE 


BOTH INTO MY HEART 


AND OUT FROM 
the worldly. Their Christianity is not 
something put on and off with their 
Sunday clothes. Real Christians let 
their light shine day in and day out, 
the light of a life controlled by Christ. 

One of the things William Carey and 
his missionary companions did as early 
missionaries in India was to publish 
newspapers, one in English and another 
in a native tongue. In these papers 
Carey kept pushing Christian princi- 
ples, promoting good causes, and mold- 
ing people’s thinking against such bad 
customs as widow-burning. All this 
was letting the light of Christ shine 
through the missionaries, and it brought 
results. You may think you could never 
equal Carey’s accomplishments. Per- 
haps not, but you, too, can let your 
light shine for Christ. And remember 
that Carey was a cobbler of shoes at 
the start. By hard work and Christian 
devotion he moved out of poverty and 
obscurity to do more to give men the 
light of the Gospel than anyone had 
done since the Protestant Reformation. 
“Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Ah, soul, it may have to come to the 
worst with thee ere thou art delivered; 
but thou wilt be delivered! God may 
keep thee waiting, but He will ever be 
mindful of His covenant, and will ap- 
pear to fulfill His inviolable Word.— 
F. B. Meyer. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our Lord used parables 

in much of His teaching, and they 
were always illuminating to those who 
sought (and those who seek) to learn 
from Him. Some of His parables were 
very brief, as this one is that we will 
choose from the Scripture assignment 
today in Matthew: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like to a grain of mustard 
seed, which a man took, and sowed in 
his field: which indeed is the least of 
all seeds: but when it is grown, it is 
the greatest among herbs, and be- 
cometh a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and lodge in the branches 
thereof” (13:31, 32). 

Think of it! “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a grain of mustard seed!” 

It is a mistake to regard anything as 
worthless or insignificant just because 
it is small. A mustard seed, “the least 
of all seeds,” dropped into the ground 
grew into a tree sufficient for birds to 
lodge in. The sturdy giant oak comes 
forth from an acorn. “Little drops of 
water, little grains of sand, make the 
mighty ocean and the pleasant land.” 

The Kingdom of Heaven is made up 
of the choicest people on earth. When 
the Lord selected a man, of whom He 
afterward said, “Among them that are 
born of women there hath not risen a 
greater ...” To be the royal herald of 
His coming, He passed over the emperor 
Tiberius Caesar, Pilate the governor, 
Herod the tetrarch; yes, He passed over 
Annas and Caiaphas, the high priests, 
and chose a lone wanderer in the wil- 
derness, John the Baptist, wearing a 
“leathern girdle about his loins; and 
his meat was locusts and wild honey.” 

Some people, small in the world’s 
eyes, rank high for building material in 
God’s hands. 

He never takes the lazy or the idle 
to promote in His service, but to those 
who are doing their best with that 
which they have in their hands. When 
He was ready to feed over five thou- 
sand hungry people He used a little 
boy’s offered lunch of five barley loaves 
and two small fish. Moses was tending 
his flock out on the desert; Gideon 
was threshing his father’s wheat “by 
the winepress” to keep clear of the 
marauding Midianites; Saul was busy 
searching for his father’s lost asses; 
David was tending his father’s sheep; 
Elisha was plowing in the field; Ne- 
hemiah was serving as a cupbearer; 
Amos was shepherding his flock; Peter 
and Andrew were fishing for a living; 
James and John were mending their 
nets; Matthew, despised by his fellow 
citizens, was a tax collector, working at 
his desk; William Carey was mending 
Shoes; Moody was selling shoes; Billy 
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Graham was going from door to door 
selling Fuller brushes to help pay the 
expense of an education; “Bev” Shea 
was a clerk in the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Co., using his spare time to 
sing for Bible conferences and other 
religious services, without pay. 

It is interesting how the world is 
often blind to latent talent, not rec- 
ognizing it, or rating as small the in- 
dividual who applies for work. Young 
Woolworth applied to a department 
store manager for a clerk’s job, but 
after the interview, the manager de- 
cided he was not capable and assigned 
him to run the elevator. William E. 
Smith was the water boy at fifty cents 
a day on a Louisville & Nashville R. R. 
construction gang; a few years later he 
was the general manager. Tom Edison 
was a newsboy on a little narrow- 
gauge railroad running out of Detroit; 
he was also stone-deaf, but the greatest 
inventor of his age. 

Robert Louis Stevenson was an in- 
valid almost all his life, but his work 
lives on. Charlotte Elliott, a lifelong 
invalid, cheered the world by her in- 
spiring hymns. Byron was crippled; 
Keats, a consumptive; Beethoven, 
stone-deaf; Milton, blind; and Paul had 
a torturing “thorn in the flesh”—Paul, 
the greatest of them all, because he 
was completely surrendered to Christ 
and guided by the Holy Spirit. 

It all boils down to this, fellows: it 
matters not so much what you have in 
your hand, but what you do with it; 
and the only sure way to know what 
to do with it is to seek God’s ready 
guidance every morning, even with the 
“little things,” for that day, and you 
will not only have a happy life, but that 
life will live on and on, long after you 
have gone to live forever with your 
Guide. 


If you can’t be a pine on the top of the hill, 
Be a scrub in the valley—but be 

The best little scrub on the side of the hill; 
Be a bush if you can’t be a tree. 


We can’t all be captains; some have to be 


crew; 
There’s something for all of us here; 
atansie big work to do, and there’s lesser 


o do, 
And the task we must do is the near. 
WEAVERVLLLE, N. C. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E WILL begin this morning by 
memorizing No. 5 on the card, 


“God the Son.” “Who is the Light of 
the world?” “Then spake Jesus again 
unto them, saying, I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life” (John 8:12). 

This verse is still true because all 
the light this world has ever had has 
come from Christ. And those who fol- 


low Him today do not walk in dark- 
ness but enjoy the light of life. 

But now read John 9:5. Since Jesus 
left this world and ascended to Heaven, 
His followers are the light of the world. 
At present the world cannot see Jesus, 
but the words and action of those who 
follow Him should bring them to the 
light. 

Read Matthew 5:10-16. Some Chris- 
tians have let their light shine in the 
face of terrible persecution. 

A Jewish boy was saved through 
reading the Gospel of John given him 
by a missionary. He told his school 
friends about Jesus, and twenty-two 
of them asked him to get them Gospels 
from the missionary. The missionary 
gave them to him. Before he was able 
to give them to those who had re- 
quested them, his Jewish mother found 
them. She was furious that her son 
should be a Christian. She burned all 
the Gospels. and beat him severely. 
The next day he got two more chil- 
dren to agree to read the Gospel. Then 
he returned to the missionary, told him 
what had happened, and requested 
twenty-four Gospels. 

That Jewish boy was persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake more violently than 
we are apt to be. Yet he continued to 
spread the light! Do our school friends 
know that we are Christians? Who 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Theological 


DO YOU regard the present interest in 


“the last things” as significant? 


Ned B. Stonehouse, Dean of the Faculty, 
replies: Yes, certainly. But then eschatology 
must not be viewed as merely symbolic or - 
mythical, and so emptied of its meaning. 
Perceived with Biblical force and realism, 
it brings to focus nothing less than the 
consummation of the purposes of God 
in Christ. 


Professor Stonehouse is one of a company 
of distinguished scholars who compose 
the faculty of Westminster. Qualified stu- 
dents of many denominations receive a 
unified course of study designed to pre- 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our 
day and faithful to the infallible Word. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 
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can think of some way we can let our 
fellow students know that we belong 
to the Lord? (Offer them a Gospel or 
tract. Bow your head as you silently 
return thanks before lunch in the school 
cafeteria.) Those are both good sug- 
gestions. Here is another: give one of 
them a Sunday school paper that con- 
tains a story you like. If you say, “I 
enjoyed reading this story, and thought 
you might like to read it,” your friend 
Sometimes has a more favorable re- 
action than she would have if you said, 
“Here’s a tract for you.” If you have 
any Christian books you have enjoyed 
reading, you can lend them in the same 
way. After your friend has read the 
book or Sunday school paper, you can 
ask her how she liked it and often the 
conversation naturally turns to the 
things of God. Your suggestion about 
bowing your head in the cafeteria is 
excellent. I know a girl who made a 
fine Christian friend just by doing that. 
The other Christian girl saw her do it 
and immediately developed a warm ad- 
miration for her courage. 

Matthew 5:16 gives another sugges- 
tion for witnessing. (Do good works.) 
Yes, Christians should be on the watch 
for chances to help others, anywhere, 
anytime. But our biggest opportunity 
is in the home. 

Not long ago I heard some advice a 
Sunday school teacher had given to his 
class of young fellows. He said, “When- 
ever you date a girl who says, ‘I can’t 
go out till the dishes are done,’ stick 
to her like a burr. Wait for her, even 
if you have to sit on her doorstep. If 
you leave, some other fellow will get 
her, and you may get tied to a girl 
with only a pretty face to recommend 
her. That kind doesn’t make a happy 
home.” 

Our next Scripture is Matthew 13: 
31-35. Here we have two parables. 
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The growing of a tree and the per- 
meation of yeast were matters of com- 
mon knowledge. But these parables 
were given after Jesus had been re- 
jected by Israel, and verses 34, 35 seem 
to show that He was purposely teach- 
ing in parables now, so that those who 
had rejected Him might not under- 
stand. 

Scripture records the explanation 
Jesus gave His disciples of some of 
His parables, but not of these two. 
What should they mean to us? Some 
believe that they show the rapid growth 
of evil in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
meaning the professing church. World- 
liness and evil have grown in Christen- 
dom till it is hard to tell who are true 
believers and who are mere professors. 

But because God’s Word is so great, 
these parables have also been used to 
illustrate the truth that “Little is much 
when God is in it.” Influence is a 
powerful thing. If we let our light 
shine by witnessing for Christ with 
our lips and doing good works with 
our hands in His name, others will 
come to know Him through us. 

God means His salvation to be an 
endless chain of blessing, each one who 
is saved winning another to the Sav- 
iour, and so on. Let us see that our 
links in this chain are not broken, but 
that we use all the influence we have 
for Christ. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


Our Lord was hurried out of the 
world ignominiously at an early age. 
No room for Him in the inn; anon, no 
room for Him in His own Palestine; 
and soon, no room for Him in the 
world. Our call is to the fellowship of 
That Son who was cast out of the 
vineyard!—Dan Crawford. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address, 
Witness of a Christian Countenance, 

—Let your light so shine before men 
(Matt. 5:16, Golden Text). A twelve- 
year-old Chinese girl was taken from a 
mission school by her parents, and sent 
to a heathen city to earn her living. 
Saying good-by to the missionary, she 
said with lighted face: “I shall be the 
only Christian in that city, but the 
Lord Jesus Christ will be with me.” 
In that heathen city she refused to 
worship idols or do reverence to house- 
hold gods. When _ persecuted, she 
showed no resentment, but was always 
sweet and kind. Some time later two 
men walked the thirty miles to the 
school. They were sent to ask the 
Christians if they would send someone 
to teach them about Jesus and to start 
a school. This had been attempted 
several times, but had been rejected. 
“Why do you ask us for this?” queried 
the missionary. They replied that a lit- 
tle girl had come to the city. Every 
one who saw her was struck by the 
happy, radiant face and the gentle, 
kindly manner she always showed. She 
told them it was because she loved Jesus 
and He loved her and was always with 
her. “We want the girls in our city to 
look like that Christian girl,” they said. 
—From “The Unknown God.” Sent by 
J. W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


“His Lamp Am _ 1.”—Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven (Matt. 5:16, 
Golden Text). 


His lamp am I, 

To shine where He shall say: 

And lamps are not for sunny rooms, 
Nor for the light of day. 

But for dark places of the earth, 
Where shame and crime and wrong have been... 
And so, sometimes a flame we find, 
Clear shining through the night, 

So bright we do not see the lamp 

But only see the light. 

So may I shine—His life the flame— 
That men may glorify His name. 


—aAnnie Johnson Flint 
Sent .by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


Persecution’s Rewards.—Blessed are 
they which are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake (Matt. 5:10). Persecution 
and slander, in themselves so much to 
be dreaded, if for righteousness’ sake, 
i.e., for Christ’s sake, are blessed and 
a cause for rejoicing for three reasons. 
Those who thus suffer may know that: 
(1) They are in good company (v. 12, 
“the prophets”); (2) Their reward in 
Heaven will be great (v. 12); (3) They 
own the Kingdom of Heaven (v. 10). 
Many Christians in China are obeying 
the command to rejoice under such 
circumstances. Let us daily uphold 
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them by prayer—Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


I Am Judas.—Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake (Matt. 
5:11). Even his congregation would not 
recognize him from a little distance. His 
face is unshaven, his hair disheveled, 
and his clothes are shabby and smelly 
as if he hadn’t had a good bath for some 
time. He is wandering aimlessly down 
one of Peiping’s narrow, noisy alleys. 
His name: Wang Ming Tao—beloved 
pastor of the largest congregation in 
this capital city of Communist China. 
This man of God is muttering over and 
over to himself, “I am Judas, I am 
Judas!” There is something haunting 
about the drawn lines on the old man’s 
face. His dark, restless eyes stare out 
of their deep sockets with fear and 
suspicion. His agonizing, monotone rep- 
etition of “I am Judas, I am Judas,” 
tears at your heart, and sends chills 
up and down your back. Desiring to 
comfort him, you say: “But Wang Ming 
Tao, you are not Judas. Your mind 
has simply played tricks on you as a 
result of many weeks of imprisonment, 
slander, torture, false accusations, and 
brainwashing. You and your fellow 
Christians have been brutally treated 
by the Communists.” 

“Oh, but I am Judas, I am Judas, I 
have denied my Lord,” is his reply. 
(Pastor Wang was recently released 
from his prison cell after signing a 


“confession,” of crimes he never com-. 


mitted. In a couple of months he recov- 
ered his physical strength and mental 
faculties. He then courageously re- 
turned to the Communist authorities 
and renounced his “confession,” and de- 
clared his loyalty to Jesus Christ. As 
a result, Pastor Wang Ming Tao and 
his wife are back in the dark Commun- 
ist prison).—From Don Hillis. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


From Suspicion to Salvation—When 
‘men... shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Re- 
joice, and be exceeding glad: for great 
is your reward in heaven (Matt. 5:11, 
12). Margaret, a_ saintly English 
princess, was made the queen of Mal- 
colm, King of Scotland. Some evil word 
of suspicion was whispered against even 
this best and purest of wives. Her 
frequent solitary visits to her oratory 
cave in a romantic wooded glen near 
the palace at Dunfermline were said to 
be for an evil purpose. All his angry 
passions aroused, Malcolm one day 
Stealthily followed her thither. The 
sight he saw on peering through the 
narrow window (of her deep in prayer 
for his conversion to Christ) sent him 
inside to fall on his knees beside the 
Sweet saint he had momentarily 
wronged and to implore Heaven’s par- 
don and hers. The murder-minded 
king, himself hitherto a less than half- 
reclaimed savage, became a_ sincere 
Christian, and their reign was one of 
the happiest for Scotland and witnessed 
wide spread of Christianity among the 
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less evangelized areas.—Sent by William 
Ewen, Edinburgh, Scotland. 


Salesmen Too Busy To Sell.—Neither 
do men light a candle, and put it under 
a bushel (Matt. 5:15). The Reader’s 
Digest tells of a chap who dropped into 
the divisional office of an appliance 
concern to look at the late model of a 
vacuum cleaner. In the salesroom he 
found only an ineffectual woman, who 
eventually asked, “Could you come 
back this afternoon? There’s no one 
available to show you the line just now. 
All our salesmen are occupied. You 
see,” she concluded brightly, “they’re 
holding a sales meeting in the back 
room.” So many of us as Gospel sales- 
men are so occupied with committee 
meetings and organizations that we 
miss the customers. How often the 
Spirit of God is organized out of our 
programs!—From the Prairie Over- 
comer. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


The Leaven of Worldy Colleges.— 
Leaven, which a woman took, and hid 
in three measures of meal, till the whole 
was leavened (Matt. 13:33). Fifty-five 
years ago a Christian Endeavorer jour- 
neyed to another rural area at the sug- 
gestion of a minister, to establish a 
Y.P.S.C.E. group there. Among the 
splendid group of boys and girls there, 
one stood out. He was talented, alert, 
consecrated, and would and did (fill 
any office, lead in public prayer, con- 
duct the meeting, or anything needed. 
The son of foreign-born parents, he 
was keen for an education, and some- 
how got in touch with a denominational 
college, supposedly with a Christian 
atmosphere, and went there for a year. 
When he came home, he said, “I’ve 
learned that it doesn’t make any differ- 
ence what we believe—it’s just what we 
do.” And he wanted now to do different 
things, forsaking Christian work and 
spending his Sundays with worldly 
crowds and pursuits. He soon lost all 
his Christian testimony. That is the 
way he has lived through the years; 
and all these years that college, which 
when he attended had just been swept 
up in the first wave of Modernism, 
has been wrecking any faith that the 
youth may have had when they came 
there. I have seen the leaven do its 
work.—Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Promise to Brave Christians 
(Matt. 5:10-16) 


EVIEW the Beatitudes already 
learned. Unison drill may be 
varied by individuals, going around 


the class, each giving one beatitude 
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in order. Another form of drill, which 
requires thought rather than rote, is 
to paraphrase or give a specific ex- 
ample and ask for the corresponding 
beatitude: Blessed are the unselfish, 
they will get the whole world. Happy 
is the boy who stops to help a smaller 
child in trouble, he will be helped 
sometime himself when he needs it. 
If you want to see God, what must 
you be? What could you tell a girl 
who is always quarreling with her 
brother? 

Peacemakers! Each of you give your 
report on how the love, kind words, 
kind acts, and prayer treatment worked 
on someone who bothered you. Now 
maybe that got you into another kind 
of trouble! Someone teased you about 
being a “goody-goody” because you 
did not fight back, or called you. a 
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“coward” or a “pious sissy” or ac- 
cused you of trying to show off what 
a “sweet little Christian” you are. 
Sooner or later any real Christian is 
going to meet things like that in this 
world! So now is a good time to find 
out what our Lord says to do about it. 

(Use again the scene of the Lord 
teaching on the hillside, used in pre- 
vious lessons.) Be happy, He says! 
Be happy if you are treated wrong 
because of doing right. What is there 
to be happy about? You have the 
Kingdom of Heaven to live in forever 
and ever, and nobody will ever bother 
you there! Then the Lord said it 
over again: Be happy when people 
call you names, and do mean things 
to you, and say all kinds of mean 
things about you that are not true, if 
they do it because of Me. Yes, be 
very, very glad. You are going to 
have a big reward in Heaven. Good 
people in the Bible were treated that 
way, too. 

Now let us find these “Blessed’s” 
in the Bible, and see if you can tell 
what all the big words mean (Matt. 
5:10-12). We will learn verse 10, and 
I wouldn’t be surprised if sometime 
today you memorized all the rest of it 
so you would be all set not to get up- 
set, even if a lot of boys and girls 
teased you this week about being a 
Christian. 

Peter and the other disciples found 
it worked for them. They were scolded, 
threatened, even beaten because they 
told about the Lord Jesus and did 
what He told them to do. The Bible 
says they left after the beating and 
threats, “rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for 
his name” (Acts 5:41). And they did 
not stop talking about Him! You can 
be brave, happy Christians, too! 

What would your family or school 
be like if some of you were not Chris- 
tians? Like potatoes without salt, or 
a dark day with no electric lights! 
All would be badness and unhappiness 
at home and everywhere if there were 
no Christians. Here is a salt shaker. 
Read the verse where the Lord says 
you are to be like salt, spreading your 
good flavor through home and school 
(Matt. 5:13). So keep on! Now read 
about the city on the hill (v. 14), and 
the candle (vv. 15, 16. Illustrate by a 
lighted candle placed under a pitcher). 
So keep on salting and shining in your 
home and school. Some may make 
fun. But others will understand and 
want to be Christians, too. For what 
good is that candle? And what good 
is a Christian who does not let people 
see him act like a Christian? 

“The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not fear” (Heb. 13:6, Memory Verse). 


Orono, MAINE. 


we 


Whensoever in your life and mine 
some spring of earthly and outward 
resource has dried up, it has been that 
we might learn that our hope and help 
are in God who made Heaven and 
earth.—F. B. Meyer. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N THE long ago when the Lord 
Jesus was here on earth, He said, 

“As long as I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world” (John 9:5). 
To those who followed Him because 
they had received Him as Saviour, He 
said, “Ye are the light of the world” 
(Matt. 5:14). What was true in the 
long ago is true today. Every person 
who comes to the Lord Jesus and is 
born into the family of God becomes 
His light in the world. (By planning 
in advance to darken the room, the 
teacher can follow with a_ helpful, 
though simple, object lesson.) I am 
going to turn out the lights and pull 
down the shades. It is perfectly dark. 
We cannot see one another. But now 
I am going to light this candle. I am 
pretending that this candle is myself. 
I have come to the Lord Jesus, the 
Light of the World. I have asked Him 
to be my Saviour. The moment I do, 
He comes into my heart and gives me 
His light. I want to tell others about 
Him (as we learned last Sunday). I 
want to live for Him. Usually a light 
does not make any noise at all. It 
simply shines. So I am shining here. 
It is possible to hide my candle or to 
cover it. But when I do, there is no 
light. (Teacher will demonstrate.) So 
it is with my life. If I fail to live as a 
Christian should, I am hiding my light. 
Or if I let other things take the place 
of my living for the Lord Jesus, then 
my light is covered. So I do not shine. 
And shining is the thing that I should 
do, since I am the light of the world. 

My one little light shows up in the 
room. You can see some things faintly. 
We are glad for that one little light. 
But here are more candles. I want 
you to come up, one by one, and light 
your candles. We must do this quietly 
and carefully. This candle represents 
your life. Those who receive the Lord 
Jesus as Saviour receive the Light of 
the World. So there are more and 
more lights. Now, look. See how 
much more light there is in the room? 
We can distinguish one another clearly. 
We can see the pictures on the walls. 
Now let us hold our candles high over 
our heads—for we do not want to hide 
them a bit. There! See how much 
brighter it is? That is the way the 
Lord Jesus wants it to be. He wants 
us to come to Him and receive Him 
as our Saviour, putting all our faith 
in Him. Then He who gives us His 
light wants us to shine for Him—shine 
brightly. 

Elizabeth belonged to the Lord Jesus. 
She loved Him with all her heart. But 
her playmates did not know Him nor 
did they love Him. Because their 
mothers and daddies were not inter- 
ested in God or in His Son, the Lord 
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Jesus, their children were not inter. 
ested either. They called Elizabeth a 
“goody-goody” because she went to 
Sunday school. But do you know 
what? Whenever they were around 
her, they never said the bad words 
that they had learned from their par- 
ents. Sometimes they almost forgot. 
But just as the bad word started to 
come out, they slapped their hands 
over their own mouths, and hung their 
heads, hoping that Elizabeth had not 
heard them. Even the little 5-year-old, 
Ann, never said around Elizabeth the 
bad words that she said at all other 
times. Why not? Every one of the 
children said, “Oh, that’s a word Eliza- 
beth wouldn’t want to hear.” Eliza- 
beth’s light really shines, you see. 

It will not always be easy for Eliza- 
beth. It is not always easy for any 
Christian who is shining for the Lord 
Jesus. They will be laughed at. Peo- 
ple will do unkind things to them 
(persecute them). Even though they 
are doing right, those who do not know 
the Light of the World will make it 
hard for them. But the Lord Jesus 
knows all about it. He said it would 
be so (Matt. 5:10). But, oh, what 
special things He will have for them 
in Heaven! 

Among Us Teachers: As_ suggested 
last week, today would be the ideal 
time to start teaching the Gospel song, 
“The Light of the World Is Jesus.” 
Your Primaries will love it and by next 
month they will be able to sing all three 
stanzas as their part in the Children’s 
Day service. 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 349) 

1. For righteousness’ sake, and for 
Christ’s sake (Matt. 5:10, 11). 

2. Verbal expressions of contempt, 
tribulation in general, and vicious, base 
slander (v.11). 

3. Jeremiah (Jer. 11:21), Zechariah 
(2 Chron. 24:21). 


4. The danger that it might lose its 
savor (Matt. 5:13). 


5. Christ is the essential light; the 


believers’ light is derived from Him 
and maintained as they keep close to 
Him. 

6. Man is not to place his lamp un- 
der a bushel, but on a lamp stand (v. 
15). 

7. The motive of leading man to 
glorify God (v. 16). 

8. The Lord spoke of the mustard 
seed developing into a tree (13:32), 
although the mustard is actually an 
herb. 

9. Leaven is pervasive: its influence 
spreads quickly. 

10. Because Asaph, who wrote the 
Psalm, is called a “seer” in 2 Chron- 
icles 29:30. 

Mepra, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 15 


1. I Don’t Have Time 
(Eccles. 12:1-7) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HREE topics on Christian stew- 

ardship, beginning with this week’s 
topic, present three excuses that are 
often given when an individual is chal- 
lenged to give of his time and money 
and service for Christ. 


x 


The key verse for believers in the 
matter of service is, of course, “I be- 
seech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, which is your rea- 
sonable service” (Rom. 12:1). The 
presenting of our “bodies” involves 
every faculty, for all service is expressed 
through these bodies of ours. Until 
every faculty has been, of our own 
free will, presented to God for His use, 
He cannot do with us as He wants to 
do. You will remember that when the 
Apostle Paul was speaking of the stew- 
ardship of the Macedonian Christians 
he said that they “first gave their own 
selves to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5). When 
we truly and completely yield our- 
selves to Christ, many of our prob- 
lems of stewardship will be solved. 


se 


The very popular excuse of those who 
are seeking some way out when an 
opportunity for Christian service is pre- 
sented is the one that this week’s topic 
considers. Let us ask ourselves, first of 
all, is it truthful to say, “I don’t have 
time’? We may have many demands 
upon our time, but let something come 
along that we really want to do, and 
we usually manage to get it done. 
True, we will never find time to do all 
that we may want to do, but we make 
time somehow to do what we wish. 
And young people seldom realize that, 
even with the pressure of school and 
Social activities, they have far more 
time at their disposal in their younger 
days than they will ever have again. 

se 

The Scripture portion suggested for 
this week’s topic in Ecclesiastes 12 urges 
us to remember our Creator in the 
days of our youth, and warns that 
days will come later when this may 
not be as easy to do as when we are 
young. The verses that follow in highly 
Symbolic language remind us that this 
physical house in which we live will 
not always be in good condition and 
free from limitations and handicaps. 
Youth is a time of opportunity and 
Service. It is important, therefore, to 
dedicate to God our faculties while 
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they are in their prime and will count 
most for Him. 
4 


Then, let us consider the disobedience 
involved when we say, “I don’t have 
time.” Christ’s call has come to us 
through His Word, “Follow me.” He 
never asks of us that which is impos- 
sible. Dare we offer some personal 
duty, or desire, or indulgence, important 
though these may seem to us under 
other circumstances, as an excuse for 
not doing what He asks of us? The 
men mentioned in Luke 9:59-62 gave 
what might seem at first to be reason- 
able excuses. Yet the Lord did not 
consider them as such in view of the 
urgency of getting out the message He 
wished them to carry. Dare we call 
Him, Lord, and refuse to do His will? 
(Matt. 7:21; Luke 6: 46.) 


ve 


The decision as to what our time 
shall be spent for is our own. If we 
were to keep a careful check of our 
time for a few days, most of us would 
find that a surprising amount of our 
time was either unaccounted for or not 
put to very worth-while use. Let us 
be honest with ourselves and, above 
all, honest with God. Let us ask Him 
to show us how to get done the things 
He wants us to do, and to help us to 
put first things first. If we will mean 
business and trust Him to guide us, 
He will direct our paths (Prov. 3:6), 
and will supply the energy and ability 
that we need to do whatever He shows 
us. 
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An Ideal Vacation 
(Continued from second page) 


has so beautifully written in his poem 
“Trees,” alone “can make a tree.” 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a director of the 
TIMES, accompanied by Mrs. Jaeger, 
will be with the party throughout the 
trip. A card addressed to Mr. Jaeger 
at 325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 
5, will bring to you promptly a folder 
giving costs and other detailed infor- 
mation. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


INDERS for a year’s issues of the 

Times may be obtained from the 
Company. The binder is of clothbound, 
heavy cardboard with the name of the 
paper stamped on the front. Single 
copies of the paper can be inserted one 
at a time, and any copy can easily be 
taken out. This system helps sub- 
scribers keep their copies in a clean, 
orderly manner and makes them readily 
available for reference. The binders 
cost $1.50 each. 

The Times also issues an annual In- 
dex of the same dimensions as the 
paper, which can easily be filed in the 
binder. It includes a General Index of 





WINDSHIELD STICKERS OFFERED FREE 
Attractive, colored windshield stickers (“Jesus 
Never Fails” and “Ye Must Be Born Again’’) 
are available without charge from Atlanta Tes- 
tament League, P. O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
Georgia. Send a self-addressed stamped en- 
velope with your request. 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


Evangelical Christianity to no longer 
by-pass our American Negroes in its 
prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
assistance of white visiting teachers. Let 
us be your agents in extending sou 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
group. Investigation invited. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 
Talmadge Sutton, Dean 
James Hightower, Superintendent 



























Sermon Outlines 
for g2 Years 


Just what you need—busy 
pastor,seminary student, Bible 
teacher, missionary, young 

people’s leader, evangelist, 
Sunday school teacher and Bible 
believer and lover. 


= COVERS EVERY 
IMPORTANT BIBLE DOCTRINE 


102 outlines, each completely developed. Scripture- 
centered, easy to present and follow. Complete list 
of 102 subject titles free of charge. You will be 
amazed at their soul-searching scope. These Bible 
Study Outlines conserve your time and give you 
an astonishing revelation of deep spiritual truths. 

Seven series of 14 outlines or more. Each only 
50c, All 7 series yours for $3.50. Order one or all 7 
today. A sample will convince you of the value 
of them all. 


Endorsed by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Dr. M. R. DeHaan, 
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articles by titles, as well as a Classified 
Index of Verse, Editorials, Notes on 
Open Letters, General Contributed Ar- 
ticles, Writers of Signed Articles, Ways 
of Working, International Sunday School 
Lesson, Children’s Stories, Titles of 
Books Reviewed. The Index (now 
available for 1959) sells for 20 cents a 
copy. 

Orders for binders and indexes should 
be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible ——- on the International 
Lessons, issued * the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


May 9 to 15 


Mon.—Matthew 5:10-16. 
Your Life Before Men. 
Prayer SuaGcestions: “Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” Followers 
of Christ, above all others, are obli- 
gated to glorify God in body, soul, 
and spirit (1 Cor. 6:20; 9:13). As the 
light of God’s glory shone out through 
the life of Jesus, so the beauty of the 


“lf America Elects A 
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GET THIS BOOK! 


An outspoken, forceful, 
grave, unforgettable, 
pregnant warning to 
you and your neighbor. 
Don Hillis reporting. 


2 for $1 — 10 for $4.50 
Order from — 
LIFE MESSENGERS, Box 1967-K3, Seattle 11, Wash. 











Lord Jesus ought to shine out through 
our personality and in our practices. 
People observe us. “The wicked 
watcheth the righteous” (Psa. 37:32). 
They watch for our halting (Jer. 20: 
10). Remember to be examples to be- 
lievers (1 Tim. 4:12). The way you 
live, walk, talk, and the spirit you ex- 
hibit day by day, tells more what you 
are then the most pious talk. Pray 
for the Bible Institute of Montreal, 
Huntingdon, Que., Can. 


Tues.—Matthew 13:10-17. 
See, Hear, Understand. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is given unto 
you to know the mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven, but to them it is not 
given.” A clicking telegraph instru- 
ment tells the operator one thing, but 
it is only a sharp noise to the un- 
learned. God’s Word has a message, 
but not all have an ear for it. Most 
of us Christians have “ear trouble.” 
We are dull of hearing, and do not 
“hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches” (Rev. 2:7). “Whosoever 
heareth these sayings of mine,” says 
our Lord, is a wise man (Matt. 7:24). 
Pray for the Columbia Bible College, 
Columbia, S. C. 


Wed.—Matthew 13:31-35. 
Seed and Leaven. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Mustard seed 
... leaven...in... meal.” Both 
parables have this in common; they 
reveal great expansion. The mustard 
seed becomes a tree where birds lodge. 
(The Lord speaks of birds also in the 
parable of the sower—Mark 4:4, 15.) 
Show is not necessarily excellence. A 
church’s numerical growth does not in- 
dicate her Spiritual condition. Make 
it your care to “grow in grace” and to 
show forth by a good Christian life 
that you have received the grace of 





My dear friend, 





If you want to know the spiritual significance and the 
typical meaning of the 4739 types - signs - emblems 
and symbols in the Bible, obtain 
WILSON’S DICTIONARY OF BIBLE TYPES 

Your heart will thrill as you see the wonderful mean- 
ings of these figures of speech. Purchase from your 
bookstore, or from the author 

Dr. Walter L. Wilson, 110 E. 31st Terr. 

Kansas City 11, Mo. — Price $6.95 








356 (16) 







God. Pray for the Christian Board. 
ing School, Boone, Iowa. 


Thurs.—Psalm 15. Quality of Living. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that doeth 
these things shall never be moved.” 
Here is life on the highest plane. It 
proceeds from speaking the truth in 
your own heart (v. 2). If you wan’ 
to have a blessed, far-shining Chris- 
tian life, you must be illuminated .by 
the Light of the World: Do you have 
a “glow-so” salvation? Your loving 
Saviour has this for you. Pray for 
The King’s College, Briarcliffe Manor, 
N.Y. 


Fri—John 13:12-17. Know and Do. 


PRAYER SvuGcesTions: “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them.” Knowledge may far exceed 
obedience. Principles of Christ may be 
held without, practicing them. A dumb 
person may be able to read music 
without singing a note. Conduct is the 
most accurate test of your love for 
the Saviour. You have no right to 
claim to be a Christian if you do not 
walk in Christ’s footsteps. The day 
of reckoning will not be only on what 
you have said but also on how you 
have lived the Gospel. Pray for the 
Nyack Missionary College, Nyack, N. Y. 


Sat.—Jeremiah 22:13-16. 
Let Justice Prevail. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Did not thy 
father eat and drink, and do judgment 
and justice, and then it was well with 
him?” (v. 15.) Deterioration in _ be- 
havior is a sign of our times. Even 
orthodox churches are far less spiritual 
than they used to be. The spirit of 
the world alarmingly affects Bible- 
taught believers. Carnal Christians are 
using carnal weapons, which are im- 
potent. A return to vital godliness is 
the only thing that can save the church 
from spiritual impotency. Pray for the 
Christian High School, Wyncote, Pa. 


Sun.—Philippians 1:27-30. 
Let Your Life Be Worthy. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Only let your 
conversation [manner of life, lit.] be 
as it becometh the gospel of Christ.” 
Consistent godliness is a Christian’s 
best testimony. Can people see the 
“slow” of grace in you? Do they 
know you have received it from Christ? 
Behavior is the best testimony for 
Christ. Thus people will know you 
have been with the Saviour by your 
likeness to Him. Live not by whim, 
but by looking to Him. Pray for the 
Midwest Bible College, St. Louis, Mo. 


we 


Nothing does so establish the mind 
amidst the rollings and turbulence of 
present things, as both a look above 
them, and a look beyond them—above 
them, to the steady and good Hand by 
which they are ruled; and beyond them, 
to the beautiful end to which by that 
Hand they will be brought—Jeremy 
Taylor. 
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